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CAPITAL AND NATION
How Their Relations Were
Finally Adjusted.

ORGANIC ACT OF 1878

YEARS OF NEGLECT THREATENED
LOCAL BANKRUPICY.

Great Upiising of Washingtonians
Resulted in Tardy Congres-
sional Action.

The form of g nent wi had ex-
isted from th ear 12, under a mayor, al-
derman and 1 for the city of Wash-
Ington, under a y ' rm of government
for Georgetown, ! ler a le court for
the county, was changed February 21, 1871,

and In licu ther there was t e
pew form of government for District

Mr. Lewis J. Davis.

of Columbin, consisting of a governor,
ocuncll and board of publle works, appolint-
ed by the Presfdent of e United States
and confirmed by the United Btates Seng
and a house of delegat elected by
peonle.

One of the first acts of the legislative as-
pembly was passed August 23, 1871, entitled
an act prescribing the dutles of certaln offl-
oers for the District of Columbla, end fix-
fng thetr compensation. This was a very
eomprehensive act, golng Into details of
taxation. of the duties of officers of the
Jocal administiration and thelr remunera-
tlon, and of the applleation of the sums
wollected the wvarious expenses of the
Dietrict government

The board 1
far referred to
act of August

the

o
L

of

put

works was only 8o
In this leglslation, as In the
10, 1871, entitled *“An act
prescribing mode of assessments for
special improvements and providing for
the collection thereof.”
A Debt Fixed in 1872.
In the assembly on January 19, 1872, an
aot was passed for the payment of the

he

debts of the corporation of Washington,
and a similar act, June 20, 1872, fi.r the
payment of the debts of the levy court,
and for the payment of the debts of the

Judge W. S. Cox.

@orporation of Georgetown, Commission-
ors of the sinking fund, by an act passed at
the same tlme, were authorized to settle
all such clalms and directed and empow-
ored to issue regisiered or coupon bonds of
Rhe cliy of Was 1izton to an amount sufll-
eent to cover s=ald debts of the city of

Washington not then funded. This act Lro-

wided that the aggregate debt of the Dis-
#rict should not exceed the sum of ten

million dollara.
On July 11, 1871, the legiglative aszembly
rEed an act authorizing the {ssue of
:.Oll_-,ut-p in bonds, In accordance with a
of Improvement submitted to sald

n
E;ls'.alurr by the board of public works.
n act authorizing an additional lssue of
e pame amount of bond®s was passed Au-
st 10, 1871; but, on submitting the ques-
on to vote of the people, only one loan
of §4.000,000 was authorlzed.
On June 23, 1873, a further authorization
®f bonds was made t« the discount

sllowed on the negotiation of the $4,000,000

cover

Mr. Geo. M. Oyster.

n. ‘The bonded debt of the Distriet ex-
ting December 31. 1873, was, ag stated by
the controller, $5.527,850; the assessed value
of real estate In the entire District, as stat-
ed by the superintendent of assessments, In
1874, was $90,433,672.
An Embarrassing Situation.

The following extract from an oplnion
given by Mr. Caleb Cushing will Indicate
fhe embarrassing conditlun into which the

fiscal affalre of the District had drifted:
“In continuing, by the act of March 8,
1873, to follow the method of relmburse-
ment Instead of anticipatory appropriations,
and In not making at the same time any
appropriations for future work, although

well knowing that such work must and
would be done—Congress would seem to

have been conscious of the Impracticability

Mr. B. E. Warner.

of scting in thls matter hy previous ap-
propriation, without having first fixed by
Eencral tne proportion of cost of im-
proviment chargeable to individual proprie-
tors and the proportion chargeable to the
United Stales.”

This condltion a= to the propor-
tiona for the expenses of the Dis-
trie f citizens
Is f ifi y expendl-
turs tr ernment In other
bra: f i L In December,
| YR 0 public schools
writes ¥y ovident that the city
cannoi st LT n of taxation re-
quircid to n our present system: of

rI]|.

public scho

1 purpose of ascer-
tain what

parents or

Eu 1 i in our schools are tax-
payers here, 1 recently procured a complete
list from the registere oi our schools. The -
st ¢ ned thi imes of 246 parents or
guanilians . and of this nur
only i, ‘ent, were taxpayce

"“T i extended to other
BOUTCES ure by the government
of ths i board of health,
Interest ., in the event of
the financl 31 resting upon the Dis-
trict not being e ol by permanent law

assum:ing on the o generial govern-
ment a just proportion of the District’s lia-
bilities, it must Inevitably result in the
bankruptcy of this community.

The Commissionership Government.

The government again
changed, June 20, 1874, continuing. however,
the sinking commissioners, but placing the

wart the

system of was

Mr, J. W. Thompson.

government In the hands of three Commis-
sloners Instead of the governor, council,
board of public works and the leglslative as-

sembly. Thls act also directed the issue of
8.65 bonds, to take up the outstanding cer-

tificates of the board of audit lssued for

cert!ficates of the board of public works for
Improvements made, and In the act pledg-
Ing t United States "by proportlionate ap-
propriatlons and by causing to be levied

such taxes a ) le the
payment of | 1 a2id bonds and their
payment at m By the of 1877
the funded debt of the District of Columbia
was §22,008,650.

Growth of Indebtedness.

to provw

end

The debts so far regerred to were debts of
the old corporatlon of Wash ngton and the

four-milllon loan authorlzed by the legisla-
ture; meantime the bgard of public works,
which was not under the control of the leg-
islature, had !ncurred a large debt outside
of the authorlzed expendlture of the pro-
ceeds of the four-mlllion loan. The rapld
growih of this indebtedness and the lack
of provision for meeting the same alarored
the citizens of the District, and led to an

Colonel J. G. Berret.

appreal to Congress and an Investigation.
After thorough Inguiry and investigation,

the acts of the board ans to the creation of
the debt were disapproved, and the powers
which had been exerclsed by the members
thereof thansferred to the three Commis-
sloners authorized to be appointcd under
gct-of June 20, 1874, There was at thidg
time left uncollected a vast amount of spe-
cial taxes and an undetermined amount of
district debt incurred by the board of pub-?
works, This last sum wds evidenced by
certificates of the treasurer of e board
and other claims growing out of the execus
tion of contracts, and It was provided that
all =such claims should be subm'tted to a
board of audit, composed of the two con-
troilers of the treasury, which should !ssue
certificates for the amounts found due on
the same, and In the act of June 20, 1874,
the commlssioncrs of the sinking fund were
directed to issue bonds of the District bear-
ng interest at 3.05 per cent per annum and
having fifty yvears to run and to exchange
sald bonds for the certificates previously
authorized. The amount of such bonds is=
sued to November, 1878, was $13,743,250, and
the total District debt $22,122,941. .

The Government Pledged.

In authorizing the issue of the 8.66 bonds.
Congress inserted In the act, and sthere
was Inscribed on the bonds, the following
pledge of the faith of the government:

lie
1i¢

“And the faith of the United States is here-

of the Di

favor of the governn
expense

F

by pledged that it will by proportionate ap-
propriations, and by causing to be levied
such taxes as will do so, provide for the
payment of interest as it falls due, and a
einking fund that would proyide for the
payment of the principal a¥ maturity.”

This act was passed June 20, 1574, but
until the passage of the act approved by
the President June 11, 15878, this proportion
was never flxed by the gevernment, nor
sny steps taken to extend ald to the credit
and ressurces of the District, except by
partial and spasmodie appropriations.

To guote from a minority report submit-
ted to the Senate In 18 “At the end of
eix years only of a government irresponsi-
bie to the people the public debt amounts
to $25.000,000—maore than one-fourth of the
assessed value of the property of the Dis-

trict. AMeanwhile $12.000,000 has been as-
gessed as s . on the property of
the citizc 15 on the same as
general taxes, and Congress had appropri-
ated million dallars. Deducting the

original indebiedness, we find the enormous
sum of fifty million dollars, as the net ex-
penditure of six wears of wernment by

nt and con-
viast sum,
chargeable

ofl s appointed by the Presi
firmed by the Senate. Of this
not less than forty millions are
to Improvements,”

A Memorial to Congress.

In Octaber, the writer, then presi-
dent of the board of sinking fund commis-
eloners, reall mdition In
which fir - of the
placed, and the necessity of obiaining relief
from Congress by a definite assunption by
that body of its obligationa toward the
debt of this community, prepared the fol-

1877,

» desperate ¢

the District were

Mr. James E. Fitch.

tition, or memorlal, to be submit-

eTPss:

lowing pe
ted to Cong
“To the Honorable
Representatives:
“The u reigned citizens and

rict of Columbla respectfu

Senate and House of

taxpayers
rep-

resent that they are under the cxelusive
Jurisdiction of your honorable bodies, and
have at thig lime no representative thereln;
they, therefore, avall thems es of the
right of petition, and beg your favorable
consideration of the following reguest:

faith of the government was. by aet
1874, pledged to pro-
€X-

toward
Such proportion has

I'frl"l
of Congres= of Juu:
portion appropria
penses of the Distric

not vet been determined or appropriations
made, though three committecs of Con-
gress have reported on the subjeci—one
that the proportion should fairly be fixed at
B0 per cent; a second committee in

the Ijs
ftself extent
the property of the cit
committee reported a b

of

the moderate tax

L ment by the general t of 40 per
cent of the expenses. In view of the faect
that the streets and avenues are the prop-

erty of the United States (see of
the Supreme Cou In the case n
Ness) of the exemptlon from [
all government property, of the larg
penge entalled upon our tax f in
viding public school accom

Mr. W. BR. Smith.

the children of non-resldents and non-tax-
payers and of the exhaustion we are now
laboring under from our efforts to Improve
and beautify the national capital, we ven-
ture to ask that the government's propor-
tion of the expense be fixed at &0 per cent,
%nd necessary legislation provided there-
or.
Potomae River’s Needs.

*“The condition of the Potomac river, we
humbly represent, now requires immediate
attention, both for the , reservation of com-
merce and the health of the resident popu-
lation, in which view the question becomes
a national one, depending thereupon the
health of officers of the United States and
representatives of forelgn governments sta-
tioned here. ‘The well-established policy of
the governmrnt has been to preserve the
navigation «7 all important rivers and to
remove thereirom such denosits and accre-
tions as were detrimenta: to the publle
health. The Potomac river, one of the

Dr. Daniel B. Clark.

largest and most important in the country,
has been overlocked until its condition has
become alike dangerous to health and
threatening to navigation. We therefore
venture to . that an appropriation be
made at an early date for the Improvement
of the river.

*“The rule adopted by the government of
distributing federal patronage through the
several states has resulted In bringing to
this city large numbers of persons, male

g
and female, for employment In the different
departrients. ‘The frequerit changes there-
in and recent reductions of force have left
a large number of these!persons in our city
without means of support upon the charity
of this community, which at this time is
scarcely, if at all, able to take care of its
resident poor. We beg tO urge this as a
stroug reason for ]JDera} appropriations in
behalf of our charitable fastitutions.

“In coneclusion, your petitioners would
refer to their record in the past as a law-
abiding and taxpayving community, and ex-
press an earnest desire to co-operate with
the representatives of thes general govern-
ment in making this the worthy capital of
a great nation.”

Active Steps Taken.

This memorial was fligt submitted to the
inspection of Governor Demnisor, the presi-
dent of the bLoard of District Commlssion-
ers, and, meeting his cordial approval, was
communicated to Messrs. Crosby 8. Noyes,
John A. Baker, Robert €. Fox, M. W.
Beveridge, W. G. Metzercit and John T.
Given. With their co-operation a meetng
was held at the office of Fitch, Fox &
Brown, when the subject of the formation
of a commitiee of 100 was debated and de-
clded wupon A meeting followed at the
residence of Mr. Lewis J. Davis, when the
outline of the public meeling to be called
was agreed upon and the invitation to said

meeting was framed and =ent out, dated
October 9, 1877. The proceedings at that

meeting are found in the following account,
the first quotation being an editorial in The
Evening Star of October 20, 1877:
“Everyvbody admits the urgent necessity
for united action by our citizens to secure
from Congress legislation imperatively
needed In behalf of our District, but the
trouble is that *what is everyvbody’'s busi-
ness s nobody’'s business.” A good many,
in fact, are disposed to despair of getting
anything like combined, energetic action
in view of the general listlessness displayed,
and the disposition, on tiie other hand, by
gome to ralse a muad-dog cry of interested
motives against any citizens of public
gpirit enough to attempt to rescue the com-
munity from the slough of despond. Im-
pelled, however, by the urgent nature of the
emergency, quite a {f our cltizens

number of
interested in the prosperity of the District

have entered upon the thankless task In-
dicated. After consultation they appointed
a committee with instructic to gend out
the following Invitation add d to a con-
slderable number of promi it citizens of

the District, who, it was thought, would be
willing to give active co-operatlon for the
object In view:

HOVASHINGTON, D. C., October B, 1877.
v ‘Dear Sir: You are respectfully invited
to unite with certaln other fellow-cltizens
with a view to the formation of a commit-
tee of 100 to endeavor to procure from Con-
gress such legislation as will secure the
objects set forth in a memorial now before
the public for signatures, of which a copy
{8 herewith submitted.

“ *please slgnify your acceptance on re-
ceipt of this. Respectfully yours,
“committee—Lewis J. Davis, R. O. Fox,
Joseph Casey, 8. V. Niles, John A. Baker,
John T. Mitchell, William M. Galt, Joseph

C. Bemmes, George W. Riggs, h'_-'_‘urgl? 'l'ug.'.—
lor, Crosby 8. Noyes, John Hitz, M. W.
Beveridge, John T. Given, William Dixon.

E. J. Middleton, ir.’

“The answers to this Invitation have been
so hearty in promising the active co-opera-
tion asked that there i iragement to
believe that a real working organization of
zealous, energetic men can be ed In
the shape of a citize committea of 10
or more. But one de ation has been re-
ceived, and that co from Mr. Columbus
cuexander, who thinks he smells some
‘ring jobs' In the movement. While he ad-
mits that there s mueh in the memorial
that is very st and commendable, he
thinks the reference to the improvement of
the FPotomac ar ‘may be construed to in-
volve a job which
a further debt to
taxation." This

‘om Mr, Alex-

ander lllustrates the difficulty—we might
say the utter hopeless: —uf securing en-

1 behalf of vital

o1
bring forward

any mea good that

be straightway denc

or Bome susple

s0me Wrong mao

the world the «
mac river cont
gresa to make s
{fmprovement of th

the impro f 1 al
the impr : <, ;
over the co V.. Th ide
of a iow of a foun on
that there was any job’ In this mat it

would seem to be !mpossible that any man
interested in the welfare of the clty could
be found to oppose the effort to get an ap-
propriation from Congress te improve the
navigation and abate the malarial scourge
of the Potomac. But the Potomac river
fmprovement and other matters referred to
fn the memorial are, as heretofore ex-
lained In this column, only incldental ob-
ects to the great paramount one set forth

the memorilal of procuring from Congress
the legislation fixing dufinitely the propor-
tion it will pay toward the expenses of the
District. It so vital to the interests of
the Distrlet that this matter should be set-
tled that all other District needs and griev-
ances can afford to wait until this is ar-
ranged.”

The report of the mesting thus called was
printed in The Star of October 22, 1877:

A Spirited Start.

“In response to personal notlces sent by
a commiitee selected from among our citl-
gens Interested In  the prosperity of this
District, quite a large number of property
hold repres ing pretty fully the va-
rious loecal Inter of the District, met at
Willard's Hall Saturday nlght, for the pur-
pose of securing unity of actlon In seeking
needed leglslatlon from Congress. Among
the prominent cltizens present were George
W. Rlggs, Lewls J. Davis, Judge J. W.
Wright, Josiah Dent, 8. H. Kauffinann, R.
C. Fox, John A. Baker, Judge Joseph Ca-
gey, Crosby 8. Noyes, Willlam Dixon, Judge
Vall, Henry Semken, John Marbury, P. M.
Dubant, R. W. Downman, Wililllam Petti-
bone, George Oyster, C. M. Matthews, Co-
lumbus Alexander, John T. Given, Willlam
M. Shuster, J. G. Berret, Joseph L. Simms,
John E. Thompson, James H. Goddard,
Samuel Bacon, 8. Norment, H. A. Willard,
R. 8. Davia, Dr. J. B. Blake, W. R. Smith,
Thomas P. Morgan, William H. Clagett,
Dr. J. C. Morgan, August Kock, C. B.
Church, A, T. Britton, Wm. M. Beveridge,
John Pettlbone, William B. Reed, John
Hitz, J. C. Wilson, W. G. Metzerott, John
F. Ennis, A. Ross Ray, Dr. A. Y. P. Gar-
nett, Wm. Ballantyne, Wm. M. Galt, Wm,
Birney, J. E. Fltch, Horatio King, 8. V.
Niles, Gen. Beale, Jdhn T. Mitehell, Wm, 8.
Thompson, Horatio Browning, Horace Ca-
pron, John Saul. Wm. Dickson, W. J. Ste-
phenson, B. F. Lloyd, A. 1. Barker, Savles
J. Bowen, W, D. Baldwin, 8. A. H. Marks,
jeorge White, John ¥. Cook, M. W. Galt,
Z. F. Peck, Dr. Christle, J. W. Boteler, D.
B. Clarke, Dr. C. B. Purvis, A. M. Clapp, L
U. Burritt, W. H. Morrison, James Worm-
lay, Dr. 8. C. Busey, Thomas Bomerville,
E. J. Middleton, jr., and R. W. Tompkins.

“Mr. L. J. Davis ecalled the meeting to or-
der and read the notice indlcating the pur-
poses of the meeting. He nominated George
W. Riggs, esq., president, and he was
unanimously elected. Mr., John A. Baker
was chosen for secretary and Mr. R. C.
Fox as treasurer. =

“Messrs. Richard T. Merrick, Joseph Ca-
sey, John T. Given, Lewlis J, Davis, Crosby
8. Noyves, D. K. Carter and John T. Mit-
chell were chosen vice presidents.

*““The chalr stated briefly the purposes of
the meeting, the most important object be-
ing the united endeaver of the cltizens to
secure a settlement of the queston of
equitable proportional amounts to be borne
by the District of Columbia and the gen-
eral government for Distriet expenditures.
This question is parameunt to all others,
and merits a common apd united support
from our citizens, In his judgment the
best plan was to confine thelr action to this
one purpose—the definite apportionment of
the relative share of Distriet expenses be-
tween the government and the people of the
District, and in this conmeotion to give a
full exhibit of our financial situation, he
called upon Mr. L. J. Davis, &8 member of
the sinking fund commission, to make such
explanations as were necessary to this end.

“Mr. Davis then presented the following
data showing the finaneial situation of the
District:

Debt of the old corporation of

WashIngton ............eeiee0 .. 98,875,350.00
The debt of the corporation of

GEOTZCLOWIL ..ovvvriennn,iinncensees 2549198
The debt of the District of Co-

Iumbig .ocviiiniiiniiiiiniionssssss 5,251,850.00

otal ..ovvinriiiiinraianias. . 98,370,601.90
*“This was Incurred under a representative
form of government for the District. Thé
additional debt, created by agents of the
government, is as follows:
Debt represented by 8.65 bonds

ers

%

\

“The followlng was presented as the astl-

| ment,

guaranteed by the TUnited
Btates ....... .+ $18,743,250.00
Floating debt... 1,044,000.00

TOtal covuieiiiinniinnnnsesane 508, 100,941.06°

mated present annual requirements of the
District:
TRLUTORL ....cuvcerssavinsrasassvnesss S0, 002,000:00

Putlic schools ...... vesensesnenresss  400,000.00
Poiice department .........cceeee.  350,000.00
Fire department .eo.cvvvvvennesse  110,000.00
Lighting streets ............ ceinens  160,000.00
Insane ASFIUM ...vcovinveiesnninns 75,000.00
Brooall Tepades . o i iaiasa 100,000.00
Markets, police, etC.....ccvivennaes  36,000.00
Executive department ............ §9,000.00
Sweeping streets .....cocivenrannns 35,000.00
Parking commission ............ - 15,000.00
Rents, repairs, etC.....cocvvee. 14,000.00
Engineers’ department ........... $96,000.00
Sinking fund vs 200,000.00
MR . S st i s i s p e ba T 11,000.00

BN sy dsniiecas ann e s $3.000,000.00

“Mr. Davis explaned that the tax-payIng
capacity of the District, as based upon the
present assessed wvaluation of property,
ylelds $1,500,000 revenues, which is just
about one-half of what is needed to meetl
current expenses.

“Mr. John T. Glven sald the apathy that
had been manifested by the people of this
District the past few vears, in vizw of their
financlal condition, was to him surprising.
The exhibit j read of our Indebtedness

: to arcuse them to a sense of thelr
and he believed it would. To ef-
common object they must be a
is, above all things eise, Is neces-
Know no sectional nor
s in this labor. The in-
Georgetown are identi<al with

1, and the same may be sald of
outside. (Applause.) Their
‘s to map out what s to be

make its accomplishment a com-
: They all know the importance
of systematic organization and unity after-

Mr. Edvw.«d Clark.
Let them cultivate a little of the
sionary spirit and all improve every oc-
asion to Impress upon Congress the Im-
portance of simple justice to a people impov-
erished by a stupendous debt imposed by
agents of the general government., It was
not his purpose nor his dispositlon to critl-
cise the acts of individoals in the past; the
present was enough for them to meet. The
eves of the community are upon them, and
every member of these committees ls ex-
pected to do his duty. Love of country and
home {5 natural. As for himself, he loved
the place of his birth, where he had =pent
the best days of hls life and expected to
end his career. The taxable'property of,
the cltizens of this District and that owned
by the general government ara nearly
equal, and the duty of this commlttee to be
announced by the chalr is to impress upon

v member of Congress the equity of a
n of the costs of running the ecapital

city of the country and making it worthy
of bai the national metropolis. (Applause.)
“Juidge Josiph Ca ras the nex: sprak-
er. He =aid the stat 2]l statement made
by Mr. Davis, that the debt of this Dis-
trict was upward of $23,000,000, was a s:|d4

| commn 7 ps public mismanag. -

them to thelr duty
b are reminded by this
- ent're real estate in thia
ged to the extent of over
3 value. This condition of
most depressing effect upon
Here real estate has never

F . een
thines has a
real estate here.

Mr. George W. Riggs.

been inflated as it has been In Baltimore,
Philadelphia, and in other large cities; but

this terrible mortgage, like an incubus, a
nightmare, s hanging over us, and they

must look upon this state of affalrs as busl-

ness men, and the only thing which remains
iz to present this showing to Congress,
whichi has exelusive jurisdiction, and ask

that they talke the responsibility of thelr
cewn agents. He wished to avoeid toueciing

upon any of the partisan questicns which

itad herctofore entired into our local af-
fairs, Let the dead past be forgotten. They

know that the debt is hanging l:ke a cloud
over them, and provision f.r its extinguish-
ment has to be made, It was on that ocea-
s'on for them to =suggest and arrange what
shall be done. Whatever Is done, let the
plans be well laid, and the attainment of
thie necded objeet be made a common cause.
Whether this plan should be for a stated
division of the expenses of the Distriet, T
for Congress to take the entire Distriet into
its own charge; pay all expenditures and
tax the people for reimburgsement, or any
other plan, is for them to consider; but

Mr. A T. Britton.
whatever is adopted, let all pursue the

same object with energy and perseverance.

o ik

| at Willard's Hall went to work at oneg

other commiitees of nine members ench.E
and that they be named by the chair. |
“Mr. R. 8. Davis thought the number nec-
essary Lo constitute the several committees
should be left to the discretion ¢f the chalr.
“The chair remarked that he thought thes
executive comm'ttee should be a large o7e
and composed of all classes of our people.
He suggested that any one present who hal
names of proper persons toy propose for

| iIng from the Congrers of

Mr. M. W. Galt, J

membe
should |
have a fui

upon the general committee
it W irabile

e mbership.

Lo

He

L5 e

asked i the myeting
that in of the commit-
tees the " B0 outside

tobinson,

|
Wylle, ‘
D. Dav- |

1 lin veridge, |
. . Berret, G, A fohrer, J. M., W ) i
E. J. Middleton, fr., J. M. Van Buskirk, C. |
F. Perk, Gen. E. F. Beall |

“Printing—S. H Kauffmann, J. G. 3 [
Richard Mohun, J. E. Fitea, W. H. Morri- |
somn,

“Finance—Wm. Dixaon, J. L. Barbhour, I’..}
H. Warner. R. W. Downman, D. W. Middle- |
ton, jr., Horatio Browning. |

“Press—A. Gobright. A. M. Clapp. John
Lynch, J. (. Miller, Donn Piatt, ID. ', For-

ney, I N. Burritt, John Morris and W. H.
Clarke.
“Public schools—B. G. Lovejoy, W. W.
L ]
Mr. J. M. Carlisle,
Curtls, J. O. Wilson, J. E. Thompson,

James Wormley, B. F. Lloyd.

“Police—A. T. Britton, P. F. Bacon, John
Markriter, E. G. Davis, Dr. W. S. Thomp-
son, George White and Thomas Somer-
ville.

“Fire department—Thomas Py Morgan, G.
M. Oyster, Wm. Dickson, Joseph Redfern,

George R. Wilson, E. M. Gray and P. M.
Dubant.
“Le . 8. Cox, W. B. Webb, M.

Enoch Tot-
Mattingly, A.

Davidge and
ten, Euzene Carusi, W. F.
G. Riddle. .

“Improvement—M. W. Galt, J C. Hark-
ness, 5. J. Bowen, J. Van Riswick, T. L.
Hume, Dr. C. B. Purvis, Wrizght Reeves,
H A. Clark, W. M. Shusier, A. R. Shep-
herd, H. C Stewart, William R. Smith,
W. D, Ba Judge J. W, Wright, Hor-
ace Cap . Kennedy, IH. A, Willard,
A. M. A. L. Barbour, James God-
dard, Josiah Ilent, C., C. Willard, Wm. G.
Moore, Dr. C. Maxwell

““Health dep nt—Dr. A. Y. P. Carnett,

Dr. Samuel Busey, Dr. J. M. Toner, 8. A.
H. Marks, Dr. John B. Blake, Dr, Peter
Parker, Dr. Johnson Elliott, Dr. James E.
Morgan, John Marbury, jr.

“(Charities—Wm. Stickney, H. Semken, M.
G. Emery, A. S. Solomoms, John H. Cook,
A. Pollock.

“Harbar Improvement—Charles B. Church,

Myr. Samuel Norment,

Alexander Ray, Wm. J. Stephenson, Chas.
Edmonston, Samuel Bacon, E. E. White,
John Pettibone, John Marbury, jr.

sTaxation—Wm. H. Clagett, Wm. Dixon,
George W. Cochran, John F. Cock, G.
Lansburg, Nathaniel Wilson, John W.
Boteler, J. J. Johnscn, Richard W. Tomp-
kins.

“District finances—W. W. Corcoran, Lewis
J. Davis, H. M. Sweeney, Edward Temple,
Daniel B. Clarke, Samuel Norment, J. C, G.
Kennedy, J. H. Savile.

“Cpunty statistics—Conway Robinson, E.
J. Middleton, jr., Dr. Christie. B. D. Car-
penter, B. T. Bwartz, J. P. Klingle, John
Saul and E. C. Dean.

+“On motion of General Beale that a com-
mittee of five be appointed to wait upon
Speaker Randall and urge that the commit-
tee of the House of Representatives in
which District affairs are considered, be
composed of non2 but members friendly
‘disposed to the District, conciderable die-
cussion followed, developing a varlety of
views, but the motion was finally adopted.
and the chair appointed Genera! Beale, J.
G. Berret. B. V. Niles and Horatlo King.”

* - The Statement to Congress.
The committee appointed at the meeting

with great sesl and indusiry; the memor:a

e ST |

writ'ng upon the severa! subjects commit-
ted to It, In part, as follows:

“To the Senate and House of Representa-
tlves:
““The snomalous condition of affalrs In

the District of Columbla, affeoling most In-
Jariouslv the fortunes and happiness of 1te
citizens. has Induced a valuntary
t‘on of taxpavers for the purpose of .soliclt-
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ernment hy t} Distriet, introd d In the
House of Representatives, . R, 3250."
“The annual estimates of the District of

Mr. H A. Willard.

Columbia shall be transm tted to Congress
by the Commissioners of the District of
Columbia at the same time that the regular
annual estimates for expenses of the gov-
ernment are submitted by the Secretary of
the Treasury, and with his action on the
same to be printed in the general book of
estimates.

“The Secretary of the Treasury shall
carefully conslder all estimates submitted
to him as above provided, and shall ap-
prove, disapprove or suggest such changes
in the same, or any item thereof, as he may
think the public interest demands; and
afier he shall have considered and passed
upon such estimates submitted to him, he
shall cause to be made a statement of the
amount approved by him and the fund or
purpose to which each item belongs, which
statement shall Le certified by him, and
delivered, together with the estimates as
originally submitted, to the Commissiouners
of the District of Columbia, who shall
transmit the same to Congress,

*“To the extent to 'which Congress shall
approve of saild estimales, Congress shall
appropriate the amount of 50 per centum
thereof, and the remaining 50 per centum
of such approved estimates shall be levied
and assessed upon the taxable property and
privileges in said District other than the
property of .the United States and of the
District of Columbia, and all proceedings in
the assessing, equalizing and levying of
said taxes, the collection thereof, the list-
ing return and penally for taxes in arrears,
the advertising for sale and the sale of
property for delinquent taxes, the redemp-
tion therecof, the proceedings to enforce the
lien upon unredeemed properiy, and every
other act and thing now required to be done
in the premises, shail be done and per-
formed at the time and in the manner now
provided by law, except in so far as Is
otherwise provided by this act.”

Credit Due the Experimental Govern-
ment.

she passage of this bill and the assump-
tion by the general government of one-half
of the expenses of the District afforded im-
mediate relief—ihe amount collected for the
year 1578 was about §3,000,000, one-half
derived from taxation acd ore-half appro-
priated from the trcasury of the Uuited
Statcs. This act has now been in force for
tweniy-four ycars; the debt of the Distriet
has besn rcduced abeut $8,000,000 by the
operaticn of th€ sinking fund, and the in-
areasing expenditure of the local govern=
ment for geneéral expenses and enl
improvemcntg fully met. Much crit!
was evoked at the revoiutionary acts of the
cxperimental government of 1871-1874, but
it is generally conceded now that to the

bud assumpiicn of authority exercised
the board of public works, to the unmz
eled zeal and courage of its execullve,’

.ot petition was ] aur almos -
‘m : . and -“eu-hlw ww Is
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